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COMMISSION DECISION
of 28 January 1997

establishing the identification system for packaging materials pursuant to
European Parliament and Council Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and
packaging waste

(Text with EEA relevance)

(97/129/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to European Parliament and Council
Directive 94/62/EC of 20 December 1994 on packaging
and packaging waste ('), and in particular Article 8 (2)
thereof,

Whereas the identification system is to be voluntary at
least in a first stage but subject to revision to establish
whether to introduce it on a binding basis at a further
stage;

Whereas the identification system will be periodically
reviewed and, if necessary, revised in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 21 of Directive 94/62/EC;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision are in
accordance with the opinion of the Committee, estab-
lished pursuant to Article 21 of Directive 94/62/EC,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

This Decision, which covers all packaging covered by
Directive 94/62/EC aims to establish the numbering and
abbreviations on which the identification system is based,
indicating the nature of the packaging material(s) used
and specifying which materials shall be subject to the
identification system.

Article 2

For the purposes of this Decision:

— the same definitions set out in Article 3 of Directive
94/62/EC shall apply where relevant,

— composite: means packaging made up of different
materials, and which cannot be separated by hand,
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none exceeding a given percent by weight which shall
be established in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 21 of Directive 94/62/EC. Potential
exemptions for some materials may be established by
the same procedure.

Article 3

The numbering and abbreviations of the identification
system are as laid down in the Annexes.

Their use shall be voluntary for the plastic materials
mentioned in Annex I, the paper and fibreboard materials
mentioned in Annex II, the metals mentioned in Annex
III, the wood materials mentioned in Annex IV, the
textile materials mentioned in Annex V, the glass ma-
terials mentioned in Annex VI, and the composites
mentioned in Annex VIL

A decision whether to introduce on a binding basis the
identification system for any material or materials may be
adopted in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 21 of Directive 94/62/EC.

Article 4

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 28 January 1997.

For the Commission
Ritt BJERREGAARD

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX 1

Numbering and abbreviation system (') for plastics

Material Abbreviations Numbering
Polyethylene terephthalate PET 1
High density polyethylene HDPE 2
Polyvinyl chloride PVC 3
Low density polyethylene LDPE 4
Polypropylene PP 5
Polystyrene PS 6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

(') Only capital letters shall be used.

ANNEX I

Numbering and abbreviation system (') for paper and fibreboard

Material Abbreviation Numbering

Corrugated fibreboard PAP 20
Non-corrugated fibreboard PAP 21
Paper PAP 22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

() Only capital letters shall be used.
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ANNEX Il

Numbering and abbreviation system for metals

Material Abbreviation Numbering

Steel FE 40
Aluminium ALU 41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49

ANNEX IV

Numbering and abbreviation system (') for wood materials

Material Abbreviation Numbering

Wood FOR 50
Cork FOR 51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

(') Only capital letters shall be used.

ANNEX V

Number and abbreviation system (') for textile materials

Material Abbreviation Numbering

Cotton TEX 60
Jute TEX 61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

(') Only capital letters shall be used.
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ANNEX VI

Numbering and abbreviation system (') for glass

Material Abbreviation Numbering

Colourless glass GL 70
Green glass GL 71

Brown glass GL 72
73

74
75
76
77
78
79

("} Only capital letters shall be used.

ANNEX VII

Numbering and abbreviation system (') for composites

Material Abbreviation (%) Numbering
Paper and fibreboard/miscellaneous metals 80
Paper and fibreboard/plastic 81
Paper and fibreboard/aluminium 82
Paper and fibreboard/tinplate 83
Paper and fibreboard/plastic/aluminium 84
Paper and fibreboard/plastic/aluminium/tinplate 85
86
87
88
89
Plastic/aluminium 90
Plastic/tinplate 91
Plastic/miscellaneous metals 92
93
94
Glass/plastic 95
Glass/aluminium 96
Glass/tinplate 97
Glass/miscellaneous metals 98
99

(") Composites: C plus abbreviation corresponding to the predominant material (C/ ).

(') Only capital letters shall be used.



